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crifice came to be lawful, cannot easily be dis- 
cerned. The high-priest himself could not. of- 
fer what he pleased for sacrifice, if it-were not 
of that kind which God had appointed. If 
Jephthah had met a dog or a pig, he could not 
haye sacrificed it; and ne ought 2s much to 


JEPHTHAH’S Vow. 
JUDGES X1. 


This part of Jephtha’s history is involved 
in an obscurity which seems to require an elu- 
cidation. ‘Jephthab,” says ‘the historian, 


“+ vowed.a.rownnto the Lord, and said, Ifthow) jaye «rent his clothes,’ if any. other man’s 


shalt without fail deliver the children of Am-! gauchter had. met him, and not bis own: nor 
mon into mine han Js, then it shall be, that what- | ;, it protable that any other father eT have 
Soever cometh forth of the doors of my house | permitted him to do what he might lawfully. re- 
to meet me, when I return in peace from the | gjct. r 
‘children of Ammon, shall surely be the Lord’s,| obligatory, it was when the Lord had delivered 
and I will offer it up a burnt offering.” In the the Ammonites into his hand. How came he 
event he was met by his own daughter, leading to have the power to dispense with his yow for 
forth a choir of maidens, with timbrels and dan-|< two months,’ and why could he not-have done 
ces, celebrating his late victory. As she was) jt for two, or twenty years? Whatsoever is de- 
his only child, besides whom“ he had neither) clared to be done by the Scripture, which is the 
son nor daughter,” the sight of her, and the} word of God, f am bound to believe; but that 
knowledge that she had now become the object) {his passage is faithfully translated, when it con- 
of his vow, threw him into such an agony Of} tradicts the law of God and nature, and the like 
distress, that he instantly rent his clothes in to-| whereof was never done, 1 hope may be inno- 
ken of his deep afiliction. His daughter, how-| cently doubted.”. 

ever, upon learning the cause of his trouble, 


at once consented that the vow should. be per-| These doubts of his Lordship are greatly 


formed, and declared her willingness to be thus strengthened, when we reflect that even the 
é eae heathen were not accustomed to have recourse 


‘sacrificed, since it was the price of so much 


If the performance of the vow was. so| 


glory to her father, and of so great a deliverance 
to her country. She only requested that she 
might be allowed with her young companions 
to wander up and down for two months.upon the 


mountains of Israel, to lament her virginity. 
This being granted, she returned at the end of 


the time appointed, and “ her father did with 


' her according to his vow;” that is, according 


to Josephus, and many other interpreters, both 
Jewish and Christian, sacrificed her a flaming 
yictim upon the altar. In fayour of this opin- 
ion, they urge it to be the most natural and ob- 
yious construction that can be put upon the 
words of the historian. They pretend not to 
justify the deed, but suppose that Jephthah’s 
mind, during the late declensions in Israel, or 
while he had dwelt in the land of 'Tob, had be- 
come tainted with pagan ideas, and that under 
such impressions he had made his yow, having 
-in his thoughts at the very time a human sacri- 
fice, as no other creature could be supposed to 
% come out of the doors of his house to meet 
him.” Dr. Jennings, in bis Jewish Aatiquities, 
thinks it probable that. Homer, on some tradi- 
tion of this sacrifice, grounded his fable of Aga- 
memnon’s sacrificing hia daughter Iphigenia. 
“ Indeed,” he adds, ‘* the name Iphigenia seems 
to be acorruption of Jephthigenia, the daughter 


of Jephthah.” 


Lord Clarendon, however, shocked at the 
idea of a real sacrifice, in a spirit as amiable 
for its humanity, as exemplary for its piety, says, 
‘s Methinks it is not reasonable to believe, what 
so many learned men will not doubt of, that 
Jephthah did literally sacrifice his daughter. 
Lshould rather hope that we do not yet under- 
stand the meaning of the vow, than that a vow 
unlawfully and unnaturally made, the like where- 
of is not in Scripture, should be as unlawfully 
performed. It seems in the very intention of 
the vow, that it must be some reasonable crea- 


to human victims, but in times of extreme ca- 
|lamity or danger, to avert the fury of their of- 
| fended deities. I recollect no instance of them 
lin history after victory, or as a thank-offering 
for any other blessing received. Shall we then 
attribute to Jephthah, whose character is in all 
other respects unblemished, an action more hor- 
rid, considered jn all its circumstances, than was 
ever committed by the most ignorant and super- 
stitious pagan? {[f-he had been thus stained 
| with the blood of his only child, is it conceiv- 
able that his name would have been enrolled in 
the New Testament, among the illustrious ox- 
|amples of faith and piety? Might we not rather 
have expected that he would haye been stig- 
matized and branded as one of the monsters in 
human shape? Yet we find not the least cen- 
sure passed upon him through the whole Scrip- 
ture. In his negociations with the king of the 
Ammonites,* we have already observed his jus- 
tice and humanity, soundness of mind, strength 
of understanding and of argumentation, and ac- 
curate acquaintance with the laws and records 
of his nation. He could not therefore have been 
that weak, ignorant, and ferociously supersti- 
ous character, which the supposed sacrifice re- 
presents him. 


The historian having stated that the Spirit of 
the Lord came upon Jephthah, goes on in the 
very next yerse to relate his vow. | This con- 
jnexion might lead us to suppose, that in making 
his vow, he was under the influence of the Holy 
Spirit. In this case, however, it is most cer- 
tain that his vow could not have been what, at 
first view, it now appears to us’ The last 
words of it in the Hebrew, will fairly admit of 
this rendering, “* shall surely be consecrated to 
the Lord, or { will offer it a burnt-offering.” 
The Jewish law permitted the dedication to 


God of persons, as well as of cattle, of houses, 
possessions, indeed of any kind of property, and 
it prescribed the ceremonies to be observed in 
theirconsecration. ‘The service, use, or profit 
resulting from whatever was thus consecrated, 
was aft terward devoted .. to. the support of reli- 


had around his hoase a large farm, plentifully 
stocked with the various species of domestic 
animals, which were daily driven from one part 
of his grounds to another. In making his yow, 
may we not suppose him to have imagined that 
on hisreturn, he might meet his drove of cattle, 
his flock of sheep, or his herd of goats; and 
that in this case his purpose was, that a heca- 
tomb of these animals should form his grateful 
oblation to Ged? Contrary to his expectations, 
however, instead of them, he met a troop of 
damsels with his daughter at their head. He 
had no right to dispose of her companions, but 
it instantly occurred to his thoughts, that the 
performance of his vow required the giving of 
her, not to a husband, but to God,—to spend her 
days in his service, separate from family cares 

and exempt from the duties of a wifé and mo. 
ther, in making and adorning the vestments of 
the priests, or the hangings of the tabernacle, 
or in some other occupation connected with the 
service and rites of religion. This incident, 
therefore, as it dashed his hope of posterity, of 


;any heirs to his possessions and honours, occa- 


sioned that disturbance of mind which he ex- 
pressed by rending his clothes. 


In strict conformity with this idea, is the Jan- 


guage of the damsel herself upon her being: 
made acquainted with the vow. She answered 
at once, ‘* My father, if thou hast opened thy 
mouth unto the Lord, do to me according to 
that which hath proceeded out of thy mouth.” 
After a pause, however, she adds, “ Let this 
thing be done for me,” or grant me this request, 
‘“‘ Let me alone two months, that I may go up 
and down the mountains, and bewail my virgini- 
ty, | and my fellows.’ Is it conceiyable that 
such cool, dispassicnate language could have 
proceeded from her lips, had she entertained the 
idea, that she was to be butchered like a beast, 
and laid upon the flaming altar? Was there 
ever a human being, who would not have been 
shocked beyond measure at such a prospect? 
Can we imagine’a tender delicate virgin, in all 
the bloom and joy of youth, on her being ap- 
prised of such a destiny, expressing no horror, 
showing no emotion of fear, no aversion, and 
regretting no other privation but that of wed- 
lock? Was the loss of life nothing, that she 
wished to lament her virginity only? Being 
two months at liberty to go where she pleased, 
if at the expiration of that time she knew that 
she was to bleed upon the altar, having the 
tragical scene constantly in her thoughts, as the 
fatal day drew nearer and nearer, would she not 
have been tempted to make her escape? Would 
not her companions have advised and assisted 
her flight? . She returned at the set tiine to her 
father, ** who did with her according to his 


* As the former part of this chapter comprises a por-| vow ;” but if this had consisted in laying her a 


ture that was lo be offered, for it could not else tion of Jewish history, uninteresting to the general reader, 
% come forth tomeet him ; and how such a sa-|the remarks upon it have been omitted. 


| flaming victim upon the altar, after thus relating 
{her death, would the historian have gravely 


gion or of its ministers. Jephthab, no doubt, — 


18 


abled the following words, “ And she knew no man’? 
Is it wot manifest that in this clause is expressed the mean- 
ing of the vow, and that it hed its fulfilment in her coatin- 
ulng to the end of her days in a state of celibacy, devoted 
to the service of religion, and secluded from the common 
cares and enjoyments of the world % 

The remainder of the chapter is thus translated by Hou- 
bigant : “ And it continued a custom in Israel for the vir- 
gins of Israel to go to the daughter of Jephthah, the Gil- 
eadite, to Comfort her four days in a year.”’? No custom 
of celebrating the dead after the funeral obsequies were 
performed, ever prevailed among the Jews. By repre- 
seating them as wneleen, and pronouncing every person 
defiled who approached or touched a corpse, the Mosaic 
law inspired the Jews with a kind of horror for the dead. 
Of course, it could not have been a custom with their 
daughters to make annual visits to the grave of Jephthah’s 
daughter, or lamentations over her. We are constrained 
therefore to understand these visits as made to her while; 
ehe was yet living in a state of retirement and seclusion | 
from the world. 

' Tn opposition to this, a learned divine has urged, that | 
** the Scripture no where attaches any peculiar holiness to 
virginity or a life of celibacy ; but, on the contrary, pre- | 
dicts that this would be one of the corruptions in those. 


* latter days,’ when men should depart from the faith, and | 


give heed (o seducing spirits and doctrines of devils.” I 
answer, that though this be in general true, it is not in its 
full extent, or without exception. The Scripture indeed 
lias not enjoined celibacy on any ; yet St. Paul says, 


‘© The unmarried woman careth for the things of the Lord, | 


that she may be holy both in body and spirit ; but she 
that is married, careth for the things of the world, how | 
she may please her husband.’? Our Saviour also says, ' 
that ** a3 many as are able to receive this doctrine, let 
them receive it ; and adds, that some had actually chosea 
this mode of life, ‘for the kingdom of heaven's sake.” 
‘We have also an instance of it in Anna, the prophetess, 
of whom it is said, that, through the course of many years 
to an extreme old age, ‘‘ She departed not from the tem- 
ple, bat served God with fastings and prayers night and 
day,’ The early piety of Jephthah’s daughter, seems to 
have predisposed and fitted her for such a kind of life, 

* which, in some instances, has undoubtedly occurred 
\hrough every age of the church and world, under the Law, 

as well as under the Gospel. 

- After all, as Jephthah found reason afterward to be 
sorry for his vow, his example should teach us all to be 
cautious how we entangle our consciences by hasty re- 
solutions, or rash. promises,—bringing ourselves under any 
obligations which were net before binding uponus. The 
Scripture says, ‘‘ Be not rash with thy mouth, ard let 
not thy heart be hasty to utter any thing before God ; for 
God is in the heaven, and thou upon the earth ; therefore 
Jet thy words be few.’’—Osgood’s Sermons. 


VOR THE TNIY ERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


Natural and Revealed Religion. 


Having very secently heard of a preacher from tke 
West, who has been preaching in this city, and contend- 
ing that there is no such thing im-the world as natural re- 
ligion, some queries arose in my mind, which aré here sug- 

Ist. Suppose we should undertake to prove that there 
is such a thing as matural religion, is it not first necessary 
to determine what we mean by it? And 2d. If we con- 
tend that there is not, is it not equally necessary to have 
this religion defined? 3d. If we contend that there is a 
revealed religion, is it not proper that we know how to 
define it? And if we believe that revealed religion is 
different from natural religion, is it not requisite that we 
know how to define both, and also to define wherein they 
differ ? 


UNIVERSALIST: MAGAZINE. 


to the natural faculties of men.. And here it must be 
known, that what is meant by natural faculties, compre- 
hends all the moral and physical powers of which we are 
possessed by nature. If what is here suggested be cor- 
rect, it seerhs that there canbe no true religion in the 
| world, but natural religion. For a religion which is in- 
compatible with the abilities of man, though it might be 
proper enough for some other order of beings, would not 
be binding on us, as we should need new powers to com- 


ply with its duties, and new faculties to enjoy its hopes. 


But here an objection comes, which in the minds of many, 
no doubt, will be considered a very serious one. If there 
be no true religion but natural religion, revealed religion 
is out of the question entirely, and our Holy Scriptures 
are useless ! Reply ; May not a religion, which is as 
perfectly adapted ‘to our faculties, and as natural to our 
moral and physical powers, as light is to our eyes, or 
sound to our ears, be communicated to man by a divine 
revelation? The manner by which we come to the 
‘knowledge of a thing does not alter its nature. If one 
| man should, by attentive ‘application, obtain a thorough 
\ knowledge of'algebra, and it should please God to inspire 
‘another who had never studied the science at all, with an 
| equal knowledge of it, what would be the difference in 
the knowledgé of these two men? The different ways by 
which they attained to this knowledge makes no differ- 
ence in the knowledge itself. According to the account 
‘we have in the 2d of Acts, the unlearned apostles were 
inspired with the gift of tongues, but they spoke no lan- 
guage but such as other people had learned in their child- 
hood. It required inspiration to give the knowledge of 
events to the prophets, which others came to the know- 
ledge of by livi ‘ing in the times in which they come to pass, 
and of which Others obtain a knowledge by faithful histo- 
ry. The apostles were made acquainted with Jesus 
Christ and his doctrine, by hearing him preach and con- 
verse on the things of the kingdom of God, and by being 
in company with him, from the beginning of his ministry 
to the clese’ of it ; but St. Paul, who had not the privi- 
lege of the other apostles, was miraculously converted 
| and instructed by inspiration to understand and know the 
things which the other apostles had learned by being 
with the Saviour. These refleciions seem to lead to the 
conclusion, that all true religion is na.ural ; and that to 
some God reveals it, by what we mean by diviie inspira- 
tion, and that others learn it by careful attention to the 
testimony of such as have been inspired ; and that it may 
be learned from surrounding nature, aided by a moral 
principle withia. 
H. B. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
BAPTISM. 


Passing from Myrtle street to Charlestown, where I 
had engaged to preach, on the afternoon of the 2d Sab- 
bath of this month, I discovered a collection of people 
on the margin of the river, near the general Hospital, and 
was informed that some persons were to be bapiized. It 
having been many years since I had been present at the 
administration of this ordinance, in the way practised by 
the Calvinistic Baptists, 1 had a desire to attend on this 
occasion. 


It was but a short time after } mingled with the specta- 


tors, before one of our respectable clergymen ef the Bap- 
tist denomination, walked near thé water, and addressed 
the speetaters appropriately to the occasion. He spoke 
considerably in justification of the mode of baptism, which 
his order of people practise. He urged it, first, from thé 
meaning of the word used in the seripwures to signify it, 
which he observed meant to plunge all over in water. It 
seemed to me that i would have been more correct, if he 
had contended, that the word would justly bear that mean- 


, 
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given his hearers abou the righ of the We ready 
Mark vii, 4. ‘* And when they come heen the market, 
except they baptisoontai, (baptive,) they eat not. And 
many other things there be which they have received to 
hold, as the baptismous (baptixing) of cups, and pots, 
brazen vessels, and oftables,”’ In this passage, no doubt, 
the word means to wash, as our translators have rendered 
it. This is given asa sample of many other passages, 
which it is not necessary to cite, to show that the word, 
originally, did not zlways apply to plunging persons all 
over in water. But I would not pretend by these sug- 
gestions, that John the Baptist did not plunge all over in 
water, when he baptised ; but TI think that the word bap- 
tisoo does not, necessarily, decide this questionable 
point. 

The minister mn as a second proof that plunging 
was the mode practised in New Testament times, the 
fact that John and others resorted to places where. there 
was much water. This circumstance, however, is not 
very fullto the point ; for wherever multitudes assemble, 
let the object be what it may, itis necéssary that they 
should be accommodated with water ; a privilege not so 
generally dispersed over that country, as over our own, 

But notwithsanding the entire confidence which the 
minister manifested, as to the correctness of the mode of 
baptism, which his order practise, he was very careful to 
discover to his bearers, that he felt and exerci¢ed ay spirit 
of liberality and charity towards those, who differ from 
him and his order, On this subject it was truly edifying 
to hear him observe, that many had misunderstood the 
Baptists, and had represented that they held the ordin- 
ance of plunging as a saving ordinance ; whereas they at 
tach no such efficacy to it. He said he verily believed. 
that thousands would arrive at glory, who Lmtcjere never 
submit to this ordinance. 

On hearing sentiments ¢o liberal, it oecurred to me at 
once, that it isa pity that an outward ordinance, which 
is not necessary unto salvation, should become an indis- 
pensable condition of christian communion. ‘But so it is, 
This christian order will not admii one to their commu~ 
nion, who hag not been plunged, though they. have fulk 
evidence, that he is a sineere and truly experienced chris- 
tian. To such extent do they earry this unsaving or- 
dinance. In fact it seems that they are as tenacious con- 
cerning it, as the old Jews were of their ceremonious: 
washings. They would not countenance Jesus Christ and’ 
his disciples, because they would not conform to the tra- 
ditions of the elders ; armong which traditions, was the 
baptixing of their hands,. their cups, pots, brazen vessels, 
and their tables.. The Saviour did not condemn them be- 
cause they washed their hands and their vessels 5 but he 


faulted them for paying more attention to these” Hed thax 


they did to the more essential requirements of the law, 

such as judgment, mercy, and faith. Allowing all which 
the minister said. on the subject of plunging all over in 

water to be entirely correct, yet I could not see how he 

could reasonably attach such a consequence to the rite, 

as to’ justify himself in denying ¢ communion and christian 

fellowship to one, who should be satisfied, in his own con~ 

science, that his infant baptisrir was. consistent with the 
Scriptures, provided. he was satisfied that he wes: an’ ho« 

nest sincere christian. « 

When the minister performed the act of plunging the 
subjects in the water, he said ; ‘I baptise thee in the name 
of the Farner, and of the Son, and of the Hoty 
Grost.’”? The qnestion occurrent to me, whether ‘he 
putting’a person all over tinder water can baplise that pe - 
son in the name of the Faruxr, and of the Son, and of 
the Hoty Guost? I ean understand that it baptises the 
person ia water ; but I cannot understand low it Déptices 
him or her in the name of him who created us, or bow it 
baptisés in the name of Jesus Christ, the Son of ae or 
in the name of the Hoty tT. St. Paul says, ¢ 


ing, or if it would better suit his purpose, he might have ; x. 12, “* Moreover, brethren, I would not that Waona 
said, that though the word was sometimes used simply to ibe ignorant, Low that all our Fathers were under the 

It would seem that a religion would answer perfectly signify 10 wash a thing which was defiled, its most natural | cloud, and all passed through the sea ; and were all bap- 
to the terms, natural religion, provided it was adapted {meanin § was to plunge all ever, &e. he would have | tised into Mores, in the clond wer the e¢a,’* I have 


| 
} 
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here quoted from Parkhurst, who disallows our’common 
“version, in that il says, wato Moses, in the room of into 
Moses. And he adds, “i. e. into that covenant, and into 
obedience to those laws which Moses’ delivered to them 
from God.’? Itseems that the cloudy pillar and the Red 
Sea were used, in the hand of God, to convihce the Is- 
raelites of the divine mission of Moses; and when these 


“means’had produced this end, it was proper to say that 


at deter aeaaen: ‘that the wicked and the sinner cabal be | r nn aR and punishments, abcdaline to the unlimit cd 
punished in the earth ; and that I further show, that all | ‘declaration of the scripture just quoted, [Prox. xi, 81 } 
the particular cases of inflicted punishment, which “ are | how can I assure myself and others, but that we may be 
written for our admonition,” are cases of punishment “ in among the cases of exceptions to the truth of the divine 
the earth.”’ .They wish to have some particular cases, | Promises and threatenings ? Surely there could be no cer- 
considered, of which the scriptures make no mention ; | tainty that, whether we do good or evil, we shall ever 
and request that I should show how the transgressors are meeta reward or punishment. 

‘* punished in the earth”) in these particular cases, Well, 


' they were baptised into Moses. 


_soner of our Lord, beseech you, that ye walk worthy of 


“in love ; endeavouring to keep the unity ‘of the spirit in 


When the Saviour com- 
manded the apostles to go into all the world, to teach all 
~ nations, baptising them in the name of the Father, and of 
‘the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, it is reasonable to sup- 
pose that this baptizing was effected by teaching the peo- 
ple, not by putting them all over under water. And this 
agrees with the baptising of the Israelites into Moses, by 
the instruction which they roan from the miracles of 
the cloud and the sea, 

” It seems hardly possible to doubt respecting the essen- 
tial baptism of the Gospel, for concerning it, John the 
Baptist is very explicit. See Matt. iii. 11. ‘I indeed 
baptise you with water unto repentance; but’ he that 
cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not 
worthy to bear; he shall baptise you with the Holy 
_ Ghost and with ire Tn this last baptism there ‘is no- 
_ thing to do with water. And I think that in water bap- 
_tism there may be nothing to do with that Holy Spirit and 
_ fire with which Christ baptises. 


St. Paul says, Eph. xy 1, &e. I, therefore, the pri- 


should be unable to show, by any testimony direct to 


he is punished. What would follow? Would it follow 
of course that the sinner in that case is not punished in the 
earth ? Ifso, then by the same rule it must follow of 
course that he will not be punished in a future state ;— 
for no one would undertake to explain, by any testimony 
direct to the same, or a similar particular ease, just how 
that particular sinner will be recompensed hereafter. No 
person of good understanding, among those who think 
they read in the scriptures the doctrine of future punish- 
ment, will pretend that the scriptures explain the way and 
manner in which that punishment is inflicted, neither in 
general, nor in any particular case. They think that pun- 
ishment in a future state is threatened, and therefore, 
though the way and manner in which it will be inflicted 
is not pointed out, they believe that he who hath threat- 
ened it will cause it’ to be inflicted some way or other. 
And what believer in the scriptures would not? If there 
were any text of scripture, which proved to my under- 
standing that they who are not regenerated in this life, 
will need and receive punishment in another, before they 
will come to ‘Christ, I should certainly believe it. Yes, 
if I could not explain, nor even form any distinct idea of, 
the way in which the punishment wil! be administered, or 
what it would consist in, I would yet believe that he who 
threatened the punishment, 2vi// punish in his own way. 


the vocation wherewith ye are called, with all lowliness 
and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another 


‘the bonds of peace. There is one body, and one spirit, 
even as ye are Called in one hope of your calling ; one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, 
who is above all, and through all, and in you all.’? Ac- 
‘cording to this declaration, we seem to have no more right 
to two or more baptisms, for christian baptism, than we 
have to embrace two or more, Gods, two or moré Lords, 
two or more faiths, or two or more hopes. But surely 
our Baptist brethren would rather part with water bap- 
tism, than the baptism of the Holy Spirit. It seems very 
evident, that by striving about a baptism, which is not the 
one, of which the Aposile here s speaks, the Christian 
church have uot kept ‘* the unity of the spirit in the bonds 
of peace’’; but has not only violated this most salutary 
injunction, but that aiso expressed by the same Apostle, | general truth. But if we suppose there are actual cases 
_ Col. ii. 20, &c. ‘* Wherefore, if ye be dead with Christ | which are exceptions to the truth of any doctrine in di- 
from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living is a doctrine which God has spoken as universally 
in the world, are ye subject to ordinances, (Touch not, | true, or in which he has never made any provision for ex- 
taste not, handle not, which are all to perish in me using,) | ceptions, do we not destroy the credibility of God’s 
after the commandments and doctrines of men,”? word %? Since God’s word declares it as a universal truth, 
that. ‘* The righteous shall be recompensed in the earth ; 
much more the wicked and the sinner ;’? if we find in- 
stancesin wliich this declaration does not prove true, Low 


And now, because God’s word declares that ‘* the wic- 
ked and the sinner shall be recompensed in the earth,’”’ I 
believe that it is, and will be so. And if any man labours 
by the use of certain cases of crime which he may bring 
up, to oppose the doctrine of a “ general judgment,”’ 
and retribution in the earth, the controversy lies between 
him and the bible. Perhaps now my opposers would not 
like to take so dangerous a growtd as to dispute that the 
wicked in general, shall be yecompensed in the earth ; 
but would only furnish me with some exceptions to this 


H.B: 


[The following i is the continuation of an siddieeaai, which 

we commenced publishing in No. 1. ° We should have 

piven it to our readers before, had it appeared earlier in 
the Intelligencer, to which we are indebted for it. ] 


can we rely on the scripture testimony-in any oiler case ? 
Even if it any where testifies, as my opposers probably 
think it doés, that the wicked shall. be recompensed in 
eternity, how can they say. but that the same cases which 
are exceptions to the truth of-the testimony that they 
sha]l be punished in the carth, are also exceptions to the 
truth of the testimony that they shall be punished in eter- 
nity ? and so these uncommon sinners go of in triumph, 
escaping all punishment for their sins ? 

If I should be.converted into a belief that exceptions 
are common in general truths in divinity, I should be un- 
able to place the relianee I do on the promises and threat- 
enings of God. ‘* Seek, and ye shall find,’’ says the sa- 
cred word. . Now if I believed there was ever an excep- 
tion to the truth of this promise : if I believed there was 
ever an instance of a person's seeking, in the way contem- 
plated when this seripture was spoken, and not finding ac- 
cording to the promise; how could I assure myself or 
others, but that there will be other exceptions, and we th e | 
very exceptions? So that tiough we ask and seek | 
aright, we shall never fird? Even so, if there have 


_.To the Christian Public. 
(Continued from page 4.) 

In short, the scriptures teach the doctrine of retribution 
in the earth, not only by a great number of particular eases, | 
but, as I have already shown, they teach it as a general 
truth to meet all cases, They denominate every one 
who hateth his brother a murderer, and aver that no mur- 
derer hath eternal life abiding in Lim; that whosoeve: 
loveth not his brother, abideth in death... That the 
‘wages of sin is death } and the soul that sinneth, it shall 
die, They do not testify that he shall die in a future state,! 
for sins committed in. this ; but ‘in his sin that be hath 
sinned, and in his trespass that he hath trespassed, he shail 
die.” ‘ Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed in 
the earth ; much more the wicked and the sinner.” 


But this my opposers deem not sufficient. It is not 
enorigh that I prove it to be a scriptural doctrine, for ge- 


suppose they should succeed in finding a case, in which I | 


been, and may yet be, exceptions to the general truth of | ous. 


If the remarks now offered against admitting my ope 
posers’ exceptions, do not prove that they are no such 
exceptions, they show that the consequences of admitting 


that particular case, or any one exactly similar, just how | them are so unfavourable to the cause of the Bible and of 


virtue, that they ought not to be admitted without full 
and irrefragable proof that they do in fact exist. -When I 
come forward with a ‘¢ Thus saith the Lord,’’ and ‘* warn 
men of real dangers in the way of sin,’’ assuring them 
that ‘‘ there is no peace to the wicked,”’ that «‘ destrue- 
tion and misery. are in their ways,’’ that they “‘ shall be 
recompensed in the earth,’’—if any one rises up asan op- 
poser, and contends that I cannot warn all the wicked of 
any real dangers without threatening them with punich- 
ment in the future state, he must take the laboring oar into 
his own hand. If he brings forward any particular case 
which he supposes an instance of the wicked’s going clear 
of punishment in the earth, it is not for me to prove over 
again that this wicked man ?s punished in the earth, for 
this stands already proved ; at least, I shall consider it so, 
until my opposer proves to the contrary. It is for him to 
prove that the wicked in the supposed case, is not pun- 
ished in the earth : and if his supposed case is brought up 
in the spirit of controversy, it deseryes no notice, unless 
it is attended by such proof. Nevertheless I will devote 
some attention to one or two particular cases, 


8. COBB. 


From the (Buffalo, N.Y.) Gospel Advocate. 


Society for meliorating the Condition of 
« the Jews. 


Mr. Noah of the N. Y, Nat. Adv. speaking of the diffi- 
culties which have oceurred-in that society, and the 
exposition of certain facts set forth in an article ex- 
tracted from the Commercial Advocate, in our last pa- 
per, says, 

Considerable time was consumed in admitting delegates 
from auxiliary societies ; the Treasurer’s report was then 
read. It appeared that there was something like $15,000 
loaned on hypotheticated stocks ; that the last year’s in- 
; come was about $8000, and the expenditures something 
like $7000. This expenditure created some surprive, 
when the fact was known that no converts had been 
made during the year ; —but it was quite satisfactorily ex- 
| plained, when we learnt, that with the hire of a farm, with 
paying agents, printers, purchasing stock for the farm, and 
| providing for three or four converted gentlemen, of two 
years standing, who were enjoying themselves at said 
farin in Westchester, the sum was accounted for, 

Among the items of expenditure was one for the pur- 
chase of an English bull, anda pleasure wagon ; what 
| part the bull was to take in converting the Jews I could 
not discover. The Annual Report was then read: the 
commitice set forth, that they were doing well, for though 
they had made no converts since last advices, still they 
had hopes—theat they had received several gentlemen on 
the farm—parted with Mr. Frey, first paying $1000 of 
his debts, and concluded by recommending a change in 
that section of their constitution which was to provide a 
farm and pay for the support of converts. 

George Wilson, Exq. made a speech in favour of re‘ect 
ing the report. His arguments were, that the constitution 
had provided who should transact the business of that so- 
ciety ; but, in open violation of such provision, there had 
| been a vile eaucus, contrary to the laws of God and man, 


| and a number of persons were marched into theeommiitee 


room, wh.o had no right to act as directors, and the report 


was spurious and irregular, or, as he termed it, ‘ viper 
** Phe charp shooting then commenced. ‘The report 


‘dition of the Jews.” 
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wat opposed and advocated with much warmth. 
The pious Col. Wm. L. Stone made two or three 
pithy epeeches in its favour, without effect ; for 
on taking the question, the report was rejected 
ten to one.—Tlere the matter rests. 

It seems that there is a party in that society 
who wish to divert its funds to missionary ob- 
jects, in favor of a certain college in the eastern 
states; and there is another party who honestly 
desire to use the funds for the very object for 
which they were raised. This confusion has 
arisen from a cause probably not generally 
known. When the bill to incorporate this soci- 
ety was before the legislature, the title was, the 
Society for evangelizing the Jews. 1 was at Al- 
bany during the session, and my friend, Mr, Ul- 
shoeffer, wished the title altered, from delicacy 
towards me. He probably thought that while 
the party had a Jew for their political editor, it 
would be rather ungracious, under his very nose, 
to pass an act converting his to Christianity. 
If he was an efficient politician, as a Jew, it 
was a moot point whether that political acumen 
would be sharpened by his conversion—and ac- 
tually to save my feelings the title of the bill 
was altered to an act for “ Meliorating the con- 
A very indefinite title in- 
deed. { protested against it, and urged the ho- 
nest and candid avowal of the real object, viz. 
The Society for Evangelizing the Jews ; but they 
overruled me.—Hence the origin of their difh- 
culties. 

The Society was intended to convert the 
Jews—to induce them to turn Christians. _In- 
stead, therefore, of going forward with the doc- 
tring of Christianity on their tongues, and its 
good principles in their hearts—instead of ap- 
pealing to the judgment and discrimination of 
the Jews—instead of acts of confidence—of be- 
nevolence—of kind feeling and generous sen- 
timents—instead of practical efforts of utility, 
they endeavoured to obtain converts by appeal- 
ing to their cupidity—by bringing them on a 
farm—by providing for their indolent wants— 
by making religion comfortable, luxurious, and 
desirable. They failed, and should fail—a bad 
Jew, thus purchased, can never ,make a good 
Christian. If they will have missionaries, let 
them appeal to Christian governments to modify 
their edicts concerning the Jews—let them in- 
duce the Pope not to tock them up at night in 
the Ghetto—let them persuade the Germanic 

owers, that the Jews should be permitted to 

ive and walk where they please—let them con- 

vince the King of Spain that burning Jews at the 

stake, and torturing them in the Inquisition, are 

unchristianlike acts. Let them endeavour to ad- 

vance the character and soften the condition of | 
the Jews, and when they have, by these tem- 

poralacts of kindness, meliorated that condition, 

then let them talk spiritually. It will be in or- 

der then, and not till then. 


—~ 


A gentleman, travelling in the Western States, 
im remarking on the religious condition of Ohio, 
and the method of supporting religious teachers 
in that state, says, 

« Religion is supported here in the following manner. 
The Ohio Company Grant, including Washington, Mor- 
gon, Meigs, Gallia, and one or two other counties was giv- 
en or granted on these conditions ; that one a:t of a~par- 
ticular number of districts, should be rented land. for the 
support of religion. Marietta is.a rented district ; the 
inhabitants are obliged to pay a stated rent in support of 
religion. Thus the leading members of a sect, get all the 
signers they can, and draw money in proportion to their 
nember. The Universalist society has the most subseri- | 
bers, end of course the most money. They have -appre-! 
priated it to a librery, instead of procuring a preacher.*’ 

Ch. Register. 


ISATAH I, 27. 


converts with righteousness. 


Go, saith the Lord, ye fires of wrath, 


That temple blast, which sin hath raised ; 


Bring all -her turrets to the earth, 
Where sacrifice profane hath blazed. 


Her altars are disown’d of God, 
Her carnal priests high places build ; 
Their garments too are stain’d with blood, 
With violence their hands are fill’d. 


And yet to heaven their hands they raise, 
_ And ¢all upon my holy name ; 
Up tomy throne they dare to gaze, 
While truth and grace they still disdain, 


Ye, who to Baal’s altars kneel, - 
Shall mourn to see that idol fall ; 
And in your souls shall anguish feel, 
Though loudly on your God ye call. 


Go, saith the Lord, my angels, go, 
For fire prepare that tow’ring vine! 
Lay all her spreading branches low, — 
Dash all her bowls of mad’ning wine. 


God, with his judgment, shall redeem. 
His Zion ; and her sons shall shine’; 

Her daughters in her courts be seen, 
With righteousness and truth divine, 


FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


«ONCE MORE!” 


Should truth, with an impartial eye, 
Look back on days of man pass’d by, 
E’en back to days of yore, 
What countless millions would she see, 
Who’ ve trod the paths of misery, 
By list’ning to “* once more.”’ 


See the inebriate—half repents, 
His drunken follies he relents, 

And heeds to yirtue’s lore ; 
But ah! that soft and soothing voice ! 
He stops and makes the foolish choice, 


And says, ‘‘I’Il taste once more.’’ 


See reason pleading with @ youth, 
To turn from paths of vice to truth, 
And dwell on virtue’s shore ; 
He listens with attentive ears, ; 
He feels the truth of what he hears, 
But says, ‘* I’ll taste once more.’” 


Observe that true unwearied test, 

The monitor within the breast, 
Rebukes the sinner sore— 

« T'll shortly come,”’ says earthly lust, 

‘« Your stern rebuke is true and just, 
But fet-me sin once more.”’ 


Thus goes the world with mortals here, 
Thus they steal on from year to year, 
_ No wiser than before — 
The plea, with all, from day to day, 
Till death shall close the tragic play, 
Is but ** once more, once more.*” 


But hark ! there comes an awful sound, 
It shakes theirocks, the solid ground, 

With dread from shore to shore 3 
It speaks — oh heed the solemn word ! 
** J am the great and soveréign. Lord, 


With me there’s no “* once more.” 
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« Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her 
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collecting it. 


ORDINATION, 
On Tuesday evening, the 20th ultimo, in the 
First Universalist Church in this city, Brother 


William Hagadorn was set apart to the work of 
the gospel ministry, by colemn and public ordi. 
vation, by Brother Abner Kneeland, assisted by 
ihe Deacons of the said Church. Although the 
evening was rainy and unpleasant, yeta very 
respectable audience attended, and Brother 
Hagadorn delivered a very appropriate discourse 
on the occasion, from 1 Tim. iy. 14—16 inclu- 
sive. Brother Hagadorn is labouring at present 
to general acceptance in the State of New-Jer- 
sey.— Gospel Herald. 1 2 ih 


We understand that the spacious, building at 
Cambridge, designed for the exclusive use of 
students in divinity, at that place, will be. so- 
lemnly dedicated to that purpose by oid 
ceremonies, on Tuesday afternoon before Com- 
mencement, aS, ie Cae 


Ov ti viad: 


The Baltimore Chronicle mentions the sin- 
gular fact that John Adams was eight years 
older than Thomas Jefferson; Thomas Jeffer- 
son eight years older than James Madison; 
James Madison eight years older than James 
Monroe ; and James Mentae eight years older 
than John Quincy Adams, 


{ loweree” 


tT Fie ee 
SC Our Patrons, who intend to pay in advanee for 
the Magazine, will confer onus a great favour by for- 
warding it immediately, If those who are in arrears f 
past volumes knew how much we are in need of the 
money, we think they would give us no further trouble in 


» Catena? , ay 
4 SAG. 


MARRIED, 
Mr. John Dow to Miss Caroline Brown, both of Bos- 


ton. ; 
In this City, Mr. Jacob 8. Whitney to Miss Abigail 
Waters. | 4 ‘ a: 
In Waltham, Mr. Bennet Treat to Miss Wel- 
lington ; and Mr. Charles Hastings to Miss Martha Wel- 
lington.. The young ladies are twin sisters ; and the young 


gentlemen, though not brothers, are of the same-age. 


* SED Ar, ; 
In this City, on the 17th instant, Mr. Elishy Faxon, of 


| Halifax, Mass. in his 73d year. He was one of our revo- 
;lutionary soldiers, and a firm friend to the liberties of his 


country.. He has left a widow and a numerous family to 
the tender recollections of the kind husband and affection- 
ate father. . 

At Monte Video, Mr. Wm. D. Babbit, surgeon of the 
Cyanne, and brother to Lieut. Fitz Henry Babbit, who to 


- . | gallantly fell on board the frigate President. 


_ At Rouen, Mey 27, of Apoplexy, im. H. Boardman 


‘Esq. merchant of this city. 


On the 10th of May last, on her way from Taganrok 
to Moscow, the Empress Elizabeth, widow of the late 
Emperor Alexander of Russia. 

In Nantucket, July Ist. William Pitt, only child of 


| Rey. William Morse, aged three months, 


O ! what can soothe a parent’s grief, 
Or check the falling, bittertear ; _ 

Ox what can give the heart relief, th ee 
When death arrests an infant dear ? 


Methinks ’tis Hope—she bide me fly 

To Thee, my God, who’rt ever nigh : 
She points to realms beyond the grave, hd 
Where Thou alone hast power to save. at 


Into thine arms, O God above, 
I now resign him up to Thee, 
Reposing in thy boundless love, $2 sabe aad 
For life—to all eternityeg, = 


Cease then my soul, O cease to mourn, 
To me he never can return 5 + Otis tt 
Peace to my troubled breast—be stil! ! 
Jehoyah took him at kis will, 


- 


